
 

 

PRESIDENTôS LETTER 

I am honored to share with you the first annual update 
for the Lake Washington Schools Foundation.  The Lake 
Washington Schools Foundation was formed two and 
one half years ago with the full support of the Lake 
Washington School District.  The Foundation is an inde-
pendent 501(c)  3 non profit organization.  Our  mission 
is to support academic excellence and success for all 
students.  

Since our inception, the Foundation has received do-
nations totaling over $340,000 .  We have over 100 
members in our Foundersô Circle who each contributed 
over $1,000 in time or money during our first year.  We 
have strong support from PTSA, the Lake Washington 
Education Association and the Lake Washington School 
District and School Board. 

Most importantly students and teachers have been im-
pacted in a positive way. The Lake Washington Schools 
Foundation has distributed over $132,000 dollars 
throughout the school district.  This has made it possible 
for students to have learning experiences that they 
would not have had and given teachers the opportunity 
to be innovative in challenging their students. 

The Lake Washington Schools Foundation ended its 
06/07 fiscal year in sound financial condition with over 
$142,000 in the bank reserved for future education ini-
tiatives and to help ensure the Foundation is a viable 

part of our community for years to come. 

We invite you to take a look at the enclosed summary of 
the Lake Washington Schools Foundationôs work and 
celebrate the successes to date.  This is just the begin-
ning! There is much more work to do.  

We thank you for your tremendous support and we invite 
you to join us in the effort to continue the growth of the 
Lake Washington Schools Foundation and support of 
the very deserving students and teachers in this district. 

 
Kim Axelrod 
Lake Washington Schools Foundation  
Board of Trustees President 

The Lake Washington School District receives significantly 

less per pupil funding than most of the school districts in our 

state.  This inequity is based on legislation passed in the late 

1970ôs and 1980ôs.  The difference in funding between some 

districts and the Lake Washington School District is over 

$1,000 per pupil, or 13%.   

Imagine what our district could accomplish with an additional 

$1,000 for each of our 24,000 students.  

While other groups are working in Olympia to correct these 

differences, we canôt wait for legislative relief.  We are work-

ing to help our students in our schools right now, to help pro-

vide opportunities for academic excellence.  
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WHY DO WE NEED A FOUNDATION?  

  Difference in Per Pupil Funding    
  Lake Washington vs. Other Districts    
                           Based on 2004-2005 numbers, 296 Districts in State   
  District  Rank $/Student  Levy Cap    
  Seattle 89 $9,624  32.90%   
  Yakima 130 $8,460  24.00%   
  Bellevue 151 $8,137  30.60%   
  Mercer Island 168 $8,002  33.70%   
  Everett 184 $7,844  24.00%   
  Lake Wash.  264 $7,299  23.90%   
  Issaquah 269 $7,250  24.90%   
  Source:  Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction   


